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 COUNTDOWN TO 2011 – preparation for Dale’s 150th 
anniversary celebrations - is going ahead steadily, but 
there are two serious concerns: Time and manpower. 
There is a third major requirement: Money.  

This is the message emphasised by Warwick Osmond, 
deputy headmaster of Dale College, who is driving the 
campaign to mark this milestone in the college’s history. 
Warwick, who chairs the 150th steering committee, briefed 
Johannesburg Old Dalians on the committee’s progress at 
the branch’s annual lunch on October 30. 

He had hardly begun a Power Point presentation when 
a power breakdown struck the area surrounding Bryanston 
Country Club, where the lunch was held. Aided by his 
laptop, Warwick was able to switch to a more expansive, 
impromptu speech outlining the events and projects 
planned and the challenges faced. He also told of options 
open to prospective donors to fund the celebrations. 

On manpower – or person power, to use a more gender 
correct term – he said the committee would appreciate any 
expert assistance. “The committee consists mostly of 
teachers. I wouldn’t know where to start with costing a 

large project like those which are being planned,” he said.  
The present budget was limited and the costs would be 

heavy. “We’re expecting a huge crowd at the Reunion and 
hiring a tent (for celebrations, entertainment etc.) could take 
up our whole budget,” he said, appealing to every Old Da-
lian to come on board to assist the organisers. Queen’s Col-
lege had spent tens of thousands of rands on a tent alone 
when celebrating its 150th anniversary last year. 

 Warwick brought with him 2011 celebration memora-
bilia and auctioned a bottle of 150th Dale College wine. The 
final bidder at R250 was Old Dalian Dave Giese (matric 
1966), who opened the bottle of Mitre’s Edge 
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January 21: Dedication service. 
February 12: Valentine’s dinner/dance. 
April 1-4: Founders’ hockey festival. 
May 20-22: Reunion weekend. 
June 24-29: Cape Schools’ rugby (snr. and jnr.). 
June 28: Wine auction. 
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September 24: Hirsch Shield athletics. 
October 1-5: Cape Schools’ cricket. 
December 4: Church service and carols. 
Date pending: Old Dalian Golf Day.  
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Shiraz (2005) during the lunch. The Mitre’s Edge 
Shiraz, with a special Dale 150th label, is being sold at R50 a 
bottle during the fund-raising campaign.  

Warwick said excitement for 2011 was building up among Old 
Dalians in the Eastern Cape. A wine auction in King William’s 
Town on October 29 had raised R27 000. Functions had been held 
in Port Elizabeth (see above) and East London. Now he was in 
Johannesburg and “we must get to Cape Town and Durban.”   

Warwick said the main focus at present was on raising aware-
ness about the celebrations, on fund-raising through the sale of 
memorabilia, on holding meetings with Old Dalians and planning 
special events. 

The committee’s goal is to raise R3-million, to be split between 
Dale Junior, Dale College, and the Old Dalian Union for their 
projects. These include: 

* Dale Junior: A sports stadium and indoor sports centre. 
* Dale College: Converting the present gymnasium into a con-

ference centre.  
* The ODU: Upgrading the Malcom Andrew Centre. 
These projects alone would cost at least R3-million, but there 

were other urgent needs. Conditions at the school were lagging. 
“We could spend a million rand getting the school up to scratch.  

“Both the high school and the junior school would like to see 
electronic white boards installed in classrooms. These would en-
hance the teaching and learning process.”  

Outlining the options for donations (see above), Warwick ap-
pealed to Old Dalians: “If you have this kind of money we would be 
happy to hear from you.” 

Support and sponsorship was being pursued with the Buffalo 
City Municipality and Amatole District Municipality, the 
Amarharabe Royal Council and businesses. 

The committee was talking to the local municipality about up-
grading roads, particularly near the school and to finance 150th ban-
ners to be displayed around the school. Approaches to businesses 
had received favourable reaction.. But Warwick emphasised: “Time 
is of the essence. We are only one year away.”  

 Dave Sephton-Poultney, Joburg Old Dalian Union chairman, 
appealed to Old Dalians to help the organisers of the celebrations. 
“This is important,” he said.                   

From Page 1 
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JOHANNESBURG Old Dalians are taking a leading role in up-
grading the Malcom Andrew Centre. This is one of the branch’s 
main projects to mark the college’s 150th anniversary in 2011. 

Outlining progress, Joburg OD chairman  Dave Sephton-
Poultney told TransDale Extra: 

“After announcing our intention in October 2008 to support the 
MAC upgrade initiative as a Dale 150th project, the Johannesburg 
branch is pleased to confirm its ongoing desire to make this pro-
ject a success.  
“Old Dalian Darren Ogden, a  Johannesburg architect, has been  

producing schematic plans depicting possible changes to the 
building. This is now at an advanced stage after meetings with 
key participants from the schools and the ODU Executive. 
“Final plans are expected by the end of this year and detailed 

costing of the project will follow. Progress reports will keep the 
Dale community up to date on this major project.”      

��	�D9'(�������+;�=����	��	� �
Each Old Boy is challenged to buy a brick for R150 
��	�7���'���9���&������� �
For a R1500 donation your name will be promi-
nently displayed 
��������������������4�����-������		�(	��� �
* Sponsor a “wedge” (R4 000) 
*Sponsor a "teardrop" (R5 000|) 
* Back boards on stands (R 2000) 
$#!0
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Benefactors who make large donations will receive: 
 A "VIP package" as follows: 
RED PACKAGE: R5000 - R10 000 
* Name on honours board 
* VIP parking at all 2011 events 
* Reserved seating at all 2011 events 
* 150th tie and golf shirt 
BLACK PACKAGE: R10 000 - R25 000 
 As per Red Package, plus: 
* Free entry to Golf Day 
* 150th wine hamper and 150th cap 
GOLD PACKAGE: R25 000 and higher 
 As per Black Package, plus: 
* Free entry to all events during 2011 
* Full memorabilia pack 
  PER ARDUA PACKAGE: R250 000+ 
As per Gold Package, plus: 
Naming rights on a development 
6�)	�����+�(�'�-���(�'���'��������&�*	����+�
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DALE’S 150th anniversary campaign was launched in Port Elizabeth on October 23.  About 30 Old Dalians, wives 
and girlfriends attended a social at the PE Golf Club.  Warwick Osmond,  college deputy headmaster and steering 
committee chairman, gave a presentation on proposed events and projects. Headmaster Mike Eddy spoke on school 
progress and challenges. Ex-headmaster Malcom Andrew and his wife Pam were also present. 
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the KHS assembly hall by Mr Brian Nixon, the 
Dale caretaker and father of KHS head girl, 
Wendy Nixon. 

“The next year at Reunion some KHS girls 
came and ‘fetched’ Sir Langham (Dale’s red 
heron mascot) for their dance committee. Dale 
raised  about R700 for its return, mainly from 
Old Dalians.” 

On a more serious note, Ted appealed to Old 
Dalians to support the union’s stop-order 
scheme and the office with e-mail addresses, 
contact details etc. He hoped the YODA ven-
ture would spread to King and that more 
young guys would get involved. 

Ted told of his pet “love/hate” relationship 
with the Malcom Andrew Centre and of its 
proposed upgrade. 

 “King is short of hotels and we are looking 
for a manager to open the centre at night so 
people can drop in for a drink and a steak.” 

It was hoped the  centre could also be used 
for conferences and functions like birthday 
parties and wedding receptions. 

Things were going well at the two Dale 
schools and the ODU office. Ted told of at-
tending a dinner supported by 150 old boys of 
De La Salle College, which closed in 1976. 
Some came from far afield, one from Alaska. 

He also attended an Old Selbornian foun-
ders’ dinner, which  drew a great turnout, and  
the KHS prize-giving.  

It was his first visit to their school hall since 
1973. He found it to be the same  as when 
the banners were snatched.    
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NATIONAL PRESIDENT Ted Warren told Joburg Old Dalians how in the early seven-
ties Dalians and KHS girls “kidnapped” each other’s school “treasures” and paid ran-
soms for their return.  

In an amusing speech, he recalled a raid when two Dalians from the dance committee 
pinched the KHS banners, hid them in kitbags and hung them out to steam above a stove 
to remove the creases.  

The banners were “banner-napped” to raise money for the dance committee. The KHS 
headmistress offered a trophy in exchange but  this was turned down. The banners were 
only returned when the KHS girls had raised a large enough ransom for them. “They 
eventually raised about R250 and we decided to return them. They were then re-hung in 
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WELCOMING the YODAS - launched by a 
group of young Old Dalians – Joburg ODU 
chairman Dave Sephton – Poultney looked back 
at a lunch held in 1995 to honour the GODAS 
(Grand Old Dalians) of that time. 
    Grey-haired veterans of the 1920s and 1930s  
 limped into the Wanderers Club Long Bar, 
some on crutches.  
    One came in a wheelchair. Sadly, most of 
them have passed on, but since then groups from 
other eras have got together at lunch.   
    Now the YODAS were “doing their own 
thing,” said Dave at the Joburg annual lunch, 
held at the Bryanston Country Club.  
   But, unlike another old boys’ union, where 
younger ones had broken away from their  “Old 
Guard,” Old Dalians of all age groups were 
working together.  
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    Unlike their older counterparts (“We don’t    
have an AGM – it’s boring ”), the YODAS 
had held one and elected a chairman and a 
committee. “We have co-opted Darren Ogden 
(the YODA chairman) on to our committee,” 
said Dave.  
     Darren, an architect, has designed plans 
for an upgraded Malcom Andrew Centre at 
Dale College (see Page 2).  
     * Later in thanking the guest speaker, 
YODA rugby star Kaunda Ntunja, Dave said 
he had heard from Roger Budler, former Dale 
Junior headmaster now in Australia.  
    Roger, deputy head of a preparatory school 
in Perth, had remembered Kaunda from his 
days at Dale Junior. “He has developed a lot 
since then,” said  Roger.  
* Donald Stuart was searching for cash to pay for 
his lunch . He found it.  
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HAROLD WHITFIELD (1937) will be 
91 years old in February and, according 
to his daughter Janet, is as fit as a fiddle.. 

He played Dale first team cricket for 
five seasons (1933/34 to 1937/38), scor-
ing a total of 2 142 runs, including six  
centuries, and taking  156 wickets.  

 He played  first team rugby in 1936, 
but  was injured early in the 1937 season 
and did not play the game for Dale again.  

 Harold represented  Border at cricket 
in 1936 while still at Dale, but his career 
was interrupted  by the  Second World 
War.  After serving in the Royal Navy he 
played for  Border again until the end of 

the 1953/54 season. 
Harold played 40 innings in 24 matches  

for Border with a highest score of  123.  
He also played provincial golf.  

After living with his daughter Janet (ex- 
KHS) and Old Dalian son-in-law Basil 
Schwulst in East London, he has recently 
moved to Berea Gardens  retirement  com-
plex in East London. 

 BASIL SCHWULST (1968) was a  
 Dale College rugby legend and one of  
the top four holders of Dale rugby caps. 
He played 79 games out of a possible 
80 for the college, missing one game 
through 'flu.  

Basil was a regular First XV player 
for four seasons (1965-1968.)  

A brilliant fullback, he won  two 
honours caps in 1967 and 1968. He 
represented Border Schools in Craven 
Week and inter-schools provincial 
games from 1966 to 1968.  

Basil is recovering from breast can-
cer after an operation just before his 
60th birthday, followed by chemo and 
radium therapy.   He is feeling fine.  

His phone number is 082 821 3399.   
# TransDale Extra is produced for the Joburg Old Dalian Union by editor Joe  
Sutton (sutton27@worldonline.co.za) and his assistant, Frances Sutton, with tech-
nical aid from Viv Brown of Sirius Electronic Systems c.c. (sirius@binary.co.za). 
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FORMER Dale rugby star Kaunda Ntunja, now pioneering TV commentary in 
Xhosa, gave an entertaining and challenging talk to Joburg Old Dalians at their 
year-end lunch in November. 

Kaunda told of difficulties faced by Xhosa on DSTV and of “rubbing shoul-
ders” with retired Springboks as colleagues on Supersport.  He is also working 
for C Squared, a company working on sport promotions. 

He paid handsome tribute to Dale –  “this great school.” – and to headmaster 
Mike Eddy and welcomed the YODA venture for reviving Dale spirit among 
younger Old Dalians. 

Introducing Kaunda to his audience, YODA chairman Darren Ogden said he 
was the only player he knew to commentate on his own games  during  games. 

He recalled that Kaunda had played Dale first team rugby for three years, in-
cluding for the 1999 side which lost only one game and this by a single point.  

He played for SA Schools Under 18s for two years, captaining the team in 
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2000 and for SA Under 19s in the same 
year. Kaunda’s highlight had been part of 
the Free State side that won the Currie Cup 
in 2005. He now captains the Wits First 
XV, which includes  several  Old Dalians, 
in the Pirates Grand Challenge.  

 “There are no Xhosa words for parts of 
the game like rucks and mauls so he is a 
pioneer of ‘new’ Xhosa rugby  terms,” said 
Darren. 

Kaunda said he was surprised to have 
been invited to speak because past guest 
speakers had included auspicious people 
like Judge Willem Heath and SA cricketer 
Steve Palframan. 

 “Then I remembered that the world was 
going through a recession and it all made 
sense.”  

“I come from a very small town called 
Butterworth (in Transkei) which is not well 
known. Every time I tell someone I am 
from Butterworth, they say, “What?” But 
when I say I went to school at Dale they 
say, ‘Oh, okay, I know Dale, great school!”  

Kaunda thanked Joburg chairman Dave 

Sephton-Poultney and other TransDalians 
for their hard work in supporting the 
school over many years. He had been 
asked to speak about difficulties he had 
found since joining Supersport in January., 
but “this could be a long day,” he said.  

As the Xhosa anchor commentator on 
rugby, he said: “Our greatest difficulty is 
that DSTV is predominately for middle-
class and upper-class people because it’s a 
pay channel.  

“In South Africa most black people are 
poor and can’t afford DSTV so Xhosa 
commentary is not supported as well as it 
should be. 

“However, my co-commentator 
(Makhaya Jack) and  I try to spice things 
up a bit. I believe we do entertain our 
viewers.  We hope there’ll be more sup-
port for Xhosa commentary as the project 
will continue in 2010.” 
     Kaunda’s fellow commentators include 
Naas Botha, Joel Stransky, Bob Skinstad, 
Breyten Paulse and Hugh Bladen. 
   “Hugh speaks the same way that he 
commentates. I recall him talking off air 
about an individual who had played in a 
game he had just worked on.  

‘I saw his mother and father in the 
crowd. UNBELIEVABLE!’ he said.  He is 
a real legend. (If Kaunda were to adopt 
this comment he would  say: 
“UMANGALISO!) 
     “The first Bok game I worked on was 
the first Test against the British and Irish 
Lions There were technical problems and 
all three audio channels had only the 
Xhosa commentary on.  
      “Apparently Supersport got over 800 
e-mails from Pretoria with people asking, 
‘Wat gaan daar aan?’”  

 Looking back on his schooldays, Kaunda 
said:  
    ON HEADMASTER Mike Eddy: “I was 
in his accounting class and was warned 
that I was a serious threat to the 100 per 
cent pass rate.  
   “His office was next to (Old Dalian 
PRO) Jack Rosenberg’s so whenever I got 
into trouble I went to Uncle Jack. When I 
complained about one teacher, Uncle Jack 
told me: ‘Don’t worry about those old 
farts.’ This confused me greatly.” 
    ON THE YODAS, Kaunda congratu-
lated Darren and said this was a step in the 
right direction. “I believe we (young Old 
Dalians) have let our school down.  
   “We have not worked hard enough to 
keep the quality students we have lost in 
recent years.” 
    Kaunda said he had been saddened by 
rumours of Dale’s decline. “It is definitely 
not a demographics thing but a quality 
thing. We need to make sure that (through 
funding) Dale keeps the best academics 
and sportsmen that the King region has to 
offer – so we don’t lose students to KES 
and the like. 
   He challenged Dalians to "commit them-
selves to the development of this great 
school,” especially with the approach of 
the 150th anniversary. 
   “I would like to thank Dale and Mr 
Eddy, who laid a solid foundation for me 
being where I am today,” said Kaunda.   
   “I am sure I do not stand alone in this. 
Many from my matric year in 2000 have 
gone on to achieve massive things. 
   “Some are doctors, accountants, engi-
neers, SA cricketers and entrepreneurs. All 
of this started at this great school.”   
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THE demographics of Dale have changed substantially over 
the past 20 years. This is being embraced, but we have con-
tinually to adapt how we do things to ensure we can mould 
ourselves to suit current scenarios. 

As an old boys’ union, we are just not getting the support 
we need from young school-leavers. 
    Our goal is not to compete with the current Old Dalian 
Union but to work hand-in-hand in creating awareness and 
support for our great school. We believe the timing of this 
venture is perfect with the 150th coming up in 2011. 

YODA’s goals are: * To create a social network that at-
tracts younger Old Dalians by organising events and get-
togethers that appeal to them.; 

* To create an awareness through this, that being a part of 
the ODU can greatly benefit oneself and 
the others we support. 

* To raise funds to support underprivi-
leged, talented Dalians, and ensure that 
they remain at the school.  

* To support the 150th anniversary cam-
paign. and to have 200 paid-up members 
by the 150th. 

YODA’S achievements include: 
We have entered an all-Dalian touch 

rugby team, the Herons, in the super 
league. The team, who won this league in 
2007, have been funded by Dave Ellwood 
and his company, Metmar Trading, 
through the years.  

This is where YODA began. Through touch rugby we or-
ganised a match between Old Dalians of the 1990 and 2000s. 
This will be an annual event and the '90s currently hold the 
cup. More than 50 young Old Dalians attended our last  
game.  We have well-attended monthly get-togethers. 

We arranged funds to support two young Dalians, Siya 
Mgubo (Gr. 7) and Thabani (“Shoota”) Mgugudo (Gr.8.) 

* Siya joined Dale this year after being spotted by Old Da-
lian Grant Griffith, Dale’s First XV senior coach. He lives in 
a township on the Chalumna River, 40kms from East Lon-
don, and is raised by a single mom. 

He is at DV Taylor House, played flyhalf for Border U13s 
“Griffy”says he is a real find!! When he arrived at Dale Jun-
ior he couldn’t string two words of English together. Now he 
is thriving academically and loves his Dale Family. 
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Dale Junior gives him free school and 
boarding. We have helped with school 
uniforms, takkies and casual clothing..  

* We have supported “Shoota” since he 
was 11, spotted at a training camp for 
underprivileged kids. He was head and 
shoulders above any kid there.  

 He lives in a shack in Zwelitsha with 
his grandmother. “Shoota” arrived at 
Dale smaller than his peers and a little 
malnourished. He’s developing well. 

 “Shoota” toured with the Dale Junior 
first cricket team to the Cape Schools 
Week  at the age of 14 this year.  

He plays scrumhalf for the Under 14a 
rugby team and is above average aca-
demically. 
  The YODAS  have also helped to 
sponsor an umpire at Dale Junior's 
latest cricket week. 
  They have assisted in designing the  
upgraded Malcom Andrew Centre and 
will continue to see this through. 
   They are also assisting in brain-
storming how to improve the Dale 
website. 

  .  
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THE YODAS have names for  older-vintage Old Dalians:  
MODAS - Middle Old Dalians. SODAS -Senior ODS. 
GODAS – Grand Old Dalians. (Not Geriatric Old Dalians.)  
 

THE YODAS COMMITTEE: 
Chairman: Darren  “Oggies” Ogden (matric 1997) 
Vice-chairman:  Nyameko “Loose” Luso (1998) 
Secretary: Jonathan “Dup” du Plessis (1999) 
Treasurer: Chris “Aquilera” Eyol (2001 ) 
Communications: Nick Eyre (1999)  and 
           Francis “Frank” Kingston (1998 ) 
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OLD DALIAN Ray Butcher was 
hooker in the 1988 Dale First rugby 
team that was beaten 40-4 by Selborne 
in King William’s Town. It was at that 
stage the worst hiding inflicted on Dale 
by its traditional rival. 

Ray, now a Joburg banker, recalls: 
“We were unfortunate to be on the 
receiving end of a rare Selborne side 
which included Luke Smith and Mark 
Andrews.  

“Nothing went our way that day. It 
was not a great game to be part of and 
the last game of the season. We were 
12-nil down early on and never recov-
ered. Shell-shocked would best de-
scribe it.”  

Ray, who spent seven years as a 
boarder at Dale, also swam for Dale in 
the Athlone Shield and recalls being 
“pipped” by Selborne each time. But 
he was also a member of the 1987 Dale 
waterpolo side which beat Selborne 
21-5 in a match after the shield event.  

He arrived at Dale Junior in 1982 
and spent a year at Sutton House be-
fore moving to Frank Joubert for the 
next six years. “I was privileged to 
spend two years in Standard Nine. 
Joubert was a great hostel and I spent a 
lot of time in the swimming pool.”  

(Sadly, most Dalians are no longer keen 
swimmers and the college does not contest 
the Athlone Shield as it did for many years. 

OLD SELBORNIAN ex-Springbok Mark Andrews re-
gards a 1988 match against Dale in King William’s Town 
as one of the highlights of his rugby career.  

Selborne ran up 40 points against one unconverted Dale 
try in a game Selborne did not expect to win. The Dale-
Selborne match in East London earlier in the season had 
ended in a 9-all draw.  

Mark describes the momentous match at length in 
Derby Day, a book on South African schoolboy rugby.  

Here are edited extracts from his account:    “We ar-
rived for this game feeling that the dice was loaded against 
us; hoping to put up a decent fight and not disgrace our-
selves, our team and our school. I recall the field sur-
rounded by thousands of people.  

“The game began at a frantic pace and the Dale side 
was determined to smash us off the park. We had decided 
to keep the ball moving away from their big forwards and 
to use (Luke) Smith’s boot to keep the ball in their 22 as 
much as possible. 

“It was ten minutes into the game when we managed to 
score, against the run of play. This seemed to stun the Da-
lians and give us the faintest belief that this was not going 
to be Dale’s day. 

“As the pace of the game increased their forwards be-

9#�E
!��9��7�%�%�%��������'�����
�(��	+��$'�'���&�!�(�9'���	��

It does, however, have a waterpolo team, 
which won four of its five matches against 
Border schools last year, and a junior team. 
The school magazine has suggested that the 
youngsters are “enticed” by practices 
against KHS girls.) 

Ray comments: “I think swimming 
would need to be encouraged at the 
junior school for it to be taken up at the 
college again.” 

After leaving Dale Ray spent 18 
months in the SA Navy and a year trav-
elling overseas. “I enjoyed four years at 
Rhodes  completing a BA degree and a 
management diploma,” he says. 

Now, after some years with Nedbank, 
he works at RMB Private Bank in Sand-
ton as a lending consultant. 

* Luke Smith left Selborne and 
spent 1990, his matric year, at Dale, 
where he was one of the stars of the 
First XV. He later played provincial 
rugby and for the Springbok Sevens.     
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 NYAMEKO (“Loose”) LUSU (matric 
1998) believes that “we young Old Dali-
ans are not giving back anything to the 
school. 

“It disappoints me to see seven of our 
players in KES first team colours. 

“We need to try to instil the sense of 
pride of being an Old Dalian. Some guys 
don't really understand what the Per Ar-
dua Ad Astra motto meant to others.”  

Nyameko, now vice-chairman of YO-
DAs in Johannesburg, works for Standard 
Bank Corporate and Investment banking 
in the global markets division, in foreign 
exchange sales. 

He was at Dale from 1994 and in his 
final year played first team squash, re-
ceiving half colours. He played second 
team rugby and was a school and a 
Joubert House prefect. 

In his final year at UPE he fractured his 
C2 in two places playing club rugby, but 
recovered after about four months. “I am 
still very proud of my school. As YODAs 
in Joburg we are trying to give back to the 
school that made us what we are today.” 

Nyameko was one of about eight YO-
DAS in the Class of 1998 who each do-
nated  R100 for Jerry Nqolo, a promising 
young cricketer, to play in the Cape 
Schools Week. 

* Nyameko is senior officer, global 
markets, at Standard Corporate and In-
vestment Bank, in Simmonds Street, Jo-
hannesburg. His phone number is (011) 
378-7666. His e-mail address: 
Nyameko.Lusu@standardbank.co.za�
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gan to lose their dominance and we began to stand our 
ground in the scrums and line-outs" 

(A try by Alex Saffy, Selborne’s eighthman, proved the 
turning point in the game.) 

“The tide turned in our favour (continues Andrews) 
and then (came) those joyous moments in rugby when 
it felt like everything you attempt comes off and, no 
matter how determined your opponents are, their ef-
forts to stop you scoring amount to nothing.   

“We ended up amassing 44 points (Here Mark’s 
memory is at fault; it was 40) on the day when the try 
was still worth four points and managed to keep them 
to scoring a single try.  

“I have been fortunate to win a World Cup, Currie 
Cups and Tri-Nations medals, but walking off that 
field that day and walking with my late father to his 
car will always stand out as one of my greatest mo-
ments in rugby.”  

* Derby Day is sponsored by First National Bank and 
published by Laugh It Off, Cape Town, 
* TransDale Extra intends to publish a comprehensive 
review of the book in our first issue  next year. 
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AT 16, he was already playing for the Dale First XV. Two years later he was 
captaining the side. His team-mates called him “Rush” because of his explo-
sive running. A promising future was foreseen for him - as a prop forward.  
   Last month Bandise Maku was given a great opportunity as a hooker in 
John Smit’s Springbok rugby squad touring England, France and Ireland.  
  When Chilliboy Ralepelle left the field injured after captaining the Boks’ 
midweek side for 20 minutes, Bandise came off the bench to replace him in 
the front row.  

Although the second-stringers were humbled by English champions Leices-
ter, themselves second-stringers, Bandise acquitted himself creditably at No 
2.  After a brief spell on the field in the Saracens game, no further midweek” 
matches were scheduled and  he was not required for the remaining Tests 
against Italy and Ireland.  

So, with others, Bandise was sent home. Springbok coach Peter de Villiers,  
however,  apparently sees his  potential and is looking  ahead — possibly 
even towards  the 2011 World Cup.   How Bandise moves forward  depends 
largely on him.  

Legendary Chow Bissell, former great prop for Dale and for Border, is not 
surprised by Maku’s progress. When Bandise was playing for Dale Chow 
was impressed by his scrumming and his straight back.  

 He saw his potential then. Now, still a knowledgeable follower of the 
game, Chow told TransDale Extra: “He also has the advantage of being able 
to play prop as well as hooker – like Bok captain John Smit.”  

On Maku’s selection for this tour, Chow added: “It’s fantastic for him. He 
needs a few more games to get there. At 23, he’ll mature. It’s up to him how 
far he will go.” But he cautioned: “Bandise should keep fit and avoid 
“ballooning up” like some up-and-coming young players.”  

At Dale for ten years from 1995, Bandise had been playing prop ever since 

he could remember, whether on the 
loose or tight head. Interviewed while 
captaining the college 2004 side he said 
he was “born into the trade.”  

The writer added. “He has been de-
scribed by others as the perfect mod-
ern-day prop. After dominating in the 
tight phases his real talent is viewed in 
his explosive running with the ball in 
hand and thus he has been given the 
nickname ‘Rush’ by his Dale team-
mates. 

 “Bandise says that playing for the 
Dale First XV has been the dream of 
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every newboy at Dale.  
“Playing his third season in the first 
XV is a dream-come-true for him. He 
still gets excited every time that he 
pulls his Dale jersey on before a game. 

“With the famous school's proud 
rugby tradition, Bandise sees his cap-
taincy as a great responsibility and he 
tries to lead by example both on and 
off the field. 

“He hopes to follow in the footsteps 
of Old Dalian Greg Somerville but 
rather to play in the green and gold for 
the Boks than the silver fern of New 
Zealand! In 2003 he had a first foot on 
a ladder to higher things 
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*At Dale Bandise was also a hostel 
prefect and a school counsellor. 

Full Name Bandise Grey 
Surname Maku 
Height 183 
Weight 104 
Birth Date July 24,  1986 
Birthplace King Williams Town  
Marital Status Single 
Favourite Film King Arthur  
Favourite Music R&B, House 
Favourite Food Pasta &  
T-Bone Steak 
Primary School Dale Junior 
Secondary School Dale College 
Tertiary Education  TUT 

To Page 9 
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when he played for Border 
Schools at  Craven Week.” A low point in 
Bandise’s rugby career must have when the 
2003 team suffered Dale’s  worst-ever loss 
(by 42 to nil) against Selborne, who had 
shaded them by one penalty at Reunion.  

  He played for Border again in the 2004 
Craven Week and was selected for the SARU  
“Green Squad.”  
     Bandise came up through the ranks from 
Dale Junior, representing Border Schools 
from Under 13 level. 

From the Under 15As he rose to the First 
XV in his first season. He played in 57 
matches for firsts in 2002, 2003 and 2004. In 
2006, he represented South Africa Under 21s 
in the World Cup at that level in France. 

In 2007, he played for the Emerging 
Springbok Team (SA “A”) which won the 
“A” sides’ IRB Nations Cup tournament in 
Romania. The team’s head coach was Peter 
de Villiers, the present Springbok coach. This 
year Bandise played again for the Emerging 
Springbok XV against the British and Irish 
Lions. 

The Bulls’ website says: “A bright future 
is predicted for the young man who made his 
provincial debut for the Blue Bulls as a 19 

year old. He is capable of playing hooker 
as well as loose-head prop.. He has all the 
talent to play at this (Bulls) level. 

  Bandise’s  former coach at Dale Jun-
ior,  Chris Groom,  was touched when 
Bandise was in the Blue Bulls squad and 
playing against Western Province. 

 Chris, who now teaches in Cape 
Town, went along to watch the Bulls 
practise. Bandise spotted him and came 

along to talk with 

Chris. As Chris said, with all his interna-
tional and senior experience, he was still 
humble enough to seek him out for a chat! 

* This report is based on edited extracts 
from the internet, from the Dale College 
Magazine and TransDale and from up-to-
date editorial observations.   

For the website extracts and other infor-
mation and assistance,  thank you internet 
prowler and avid rugby follower Barry 
Turner. 
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DALE’S first cricket team began the fourth 
term on an encouraging note with three wins 
out of four matches played. This followed 
disappointing results at the Cape Schools 
Week and a tough 2008-2009 season, which 
ended in March with six wins, four losses 
and four of the 14 matches drawn. 

In the Cape Schools Week, Dale lost to 
Bishops by 82 runs and to St Alban’s by six 
wickets. The match against Rondebosch was 
drawn with the home side holding out with 
179 for nine wickets against Dale’s 175 all 
out. The SACS match was rained out.  

Lubabalo Mtembu scored 55 runs and 
took 3 for 30 against Rondebosch. Lloyd 
McPherson took 4 / 42 before the match was 
abandoned with Rondebosch 111 for  6. 

In the fourth term Dale beat St Andrew’s 
by ten runs in a close finish, lost by four 
wickets to Queen’s, beat Stirling by 130 runs 
and Hudson  Park by 25. The match against 
United Schools was not played as the visi-
tors did not pitch up.  

Jerry Nqolo was the most successful 
batsman in the fourth term, scoring 73 runs 
against St Andrew’s, 71 against Stirling and 
77 against Hudson Park. Juan Herbst hit 80 
against Stirling as Dale ran up 231 for eight 
wickets and Kamva Mfilile scored 50 
against Hudson Park.  

Lloyd McPherson took 3 for 30 against 
Stirling and 2 for 28 against Queen’s.  Nqolo 
took 3 for 25 against Hudson Park and two 

for 28 against St Andrew’s.  
Reporting on the 2008-09 sea-

son, coach  Shane Friedrichs said 
this had been successful, although 
the side had not picked up more 
wins.  “The players always gave 100 
per cent at matches and practices.  

“It has been a pleasure to be part 
of this team and due to their hard 
work eight players were chosen to 
represent Border:”  

Under 18: Jerry Nqolo (SA 
Schools),  Sonwanbi le Fassi 
(Warriors Under 17), Lloyd 
McPherson, Lubabalo Mtembu 
Under 17: Mihuli Mbada, Kamva 
Mfikile, Mkululi Calana. 
Under 15: Thabane Mgugudu. 

“The season was always going to 

be a tough season, losing key players 
to exams and provincial duty,” he 
said. “Our strength lay with a good 
bowling attack and they did produce 
during the season. The batsmen did 
struggle from time to time.  

“We had two very good results 
against Hudson Park and Queen’s 
College. Good performances against 
Hudson came with the bat from Mbali 
Mtana and Jerry Nqolo scoring 104 
and 68 respectively.  

“Playing against Queen’s there 
were good performances with the ball 
from Sinalo Sidinana with four wick-
ets and Jerry Nqolo with the bat scor-
ing 70 to insure the win.  

“At the beginning of the year we 
toured Grahamstown to play in the St 
Andrew’s cricket festival. We took a 
very young team with players missing 
due to international and provincial 
duty, although the results did not go 
our way a lot was learnt and we com-
peted well against top sides. 

“We came back to school well pre-
pared and welcoming back regular 
team members. Declaration cricket is 
played in the first term and although 
we picked up some wins there were a 
lot of draws. We played some very 
good cricket during this term without 
any luck.” 
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FAST BOWLER Ayavuya Myoli has become the first Dalian chosen for a senior 
South African national cricket squad in his matric year. He played for an SA Invi-
tation team against England in a two-day match in East London this month. Other 
Dalians have played only at senior provincial level. 

The 19-year-old’s selection was announced as TransDale Extra was nearing its 
production deadline. Myoli was due to join the provincial squad the following week 
and will attend the cricket academy at Fort Hare next winter.   

He matriculated this year. In January, Myoli took five wickets for 37 against 
Woodridge in a St Andrew’s, Grahamstown, festival. Later he took 3/20 against 
Kingswood. Border coach Raymond Booi sees Myoli as “the brightest young pros-
pect at the moment in the search for new African heroes” to follow Old Dalian 
Makhaya Ntini, the first ethnic black South African to represent SA at cricket.    
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ANDILE (ACE) JH0 has been a Dale 
rugby star ever since he was an Under 
13 player in 2006.  
     Recently he was been chosen as the 
Craven Week Player of 2009 and he 
will be back at Dale next year. 

 Joburg Old Dalians have ensured 
this by donating R15 000 towards his 
boarding fees. They intend to contrib-
ute more next year. 

 “Hopefully this will keep him in 
King and he won’t move up here,” said 
Joburg ODU chairman Dave Sephton- 
Poultney after presenting a cheque to 
Dale headmaster Mike Eddy  at the 
branch’s  annual lunch in October. 
Andile is to move from Grade 11 to 12 
(matric) in 2010%��

Watching him every step of the way 
is his grandfather, Theodore Cebisele 
Jho, headmaster of Majali HP School,  
near Frankfurt, who has been support-
ing Dale rugby for many years – long 
before Ace was in the First XV. “No 
way will Ace leave Dale for the Lions 
or KES,” he has said. 

Ace’s brother at Dale Junior, Little 
Ace, played for the Border Under 13 
hockey and rugby sides this year.  
Baby Ace, also at Dale Junior, col-
lected an age group sports prize.  

From the Under 13s Andile has 
moved up through the ranks. He “was 
brilliant as a captain and the young 
men followed him,” reported Under 
14A coach Bradley van Coller in 2006.  

He scored 35 tries in that season - a 
record - as his team won 14 out of 14 
games, scoring 562 points against 113. 

In 2007 he burst on the senior scene 
and played six games for the Dale First 
XV while still with the Under 15A. He 
played for the Under 15As on a Satur-

day morning and moved to the First 
XV bench in the afternoon 

He won half colours and earned this 
comment from coach Vincent Gelder-
bloem:  “Andile started the year in the 
Under 15s and was brought on tour to 
St John’s as an additional option in 
the backline. 

 “His power and ability to break 
tackles saw him cement his place in 
the team for the remainder of the sea-

son. Andile has the potential to be-
come an outstanding player.” 

He was selected for the SA Elite 
Under 16 side and played for Dale in 
the national @lantic schools Sevens 
tournament in Pretoria. Dale came 
second after heading the tournament in 
East London.  

Since 2007 Ace has been a regular 
first team member and try-scorer and 
first choice in his position.  
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ONLY three known players have 
officially played for the Dale First 
XV in their Under 15 year or while 
14 years old. 

1930 - The legendary C B 
Jennings played for the First XV 

and went on to be one of only two 
Dalians of his age group to play six 
seasons for the First XV. 

He played for Border’s senior 
provincial side while still at Dale in  
the year Border shared the Currie 
Cup with WP.  

CB went on to play for the 
Springboks on their victorious tour 
of New Zealand in 1937. 

2002 – Mandilakhe Tile, who went 
on to play for Dale in 2003, 2004 
and 2005.  He won two honours 
caps, played for SA Schools Acad-
emy XV, the SA Schools Sevens side 
to Australia and SA Schools.   

2007 - Andile (Ace)  Jho made his 
first appearance for the First XV. 
(He was approached to link up with 
the Golden Lions that year and to 
go to KES. He did not go.) 
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DALE’S first team rugby season ended tamely with only 
three matches being played in the third term. Of  these Dale 
lost two - 15-23 to Selborne and 17- 18 to St Andrew’s – 
and beat Stirling  40 -15 in the other.  

The remaining two matches – against Selborne and Hud-
son Park – were cancelled because of the flu epidemic. 

This followed a variable season kick-off and an encour-
aging performance at the Cape Schools Week. The season 
ended with a disappointing tally: Played 20, won 11, lost 
nine. Dale, however, scored 559 points against their oppo-
nents’ 301..  

Top try-scorer was the captain, Lubabalo Mtembu with 
15 tries. In four seasons  he gained 70 Dale First XV caps.  

Eighthman Mtembu and hooker Lifa Ghana were re-
awarded honours. New honours awards went to centre 
Andile Jho and scrumhalf Bangihlombe Kobese, who 
played for SA Schools XV teams. 

The First XV appeared to have the attributes to be a great 
side, able to finish above the average Dale First XV rate. 

Their results show, however, that despite their points' record 
and having quality players, the team did not fulfil their po-
tential, particularly against top school teams. They appeared 
to lose focus and did not change their game plans.  

Coaches Grant Griffith and Gavin Jones remained proud 
of their team’s achievements on and off the field and spoke 
of their “unbelievable” talent. 

They played tribute to the players’ “amazing manners and 
hard-working attitudes” and added: “Although there was not 
a win in every game, we showed  we can compete with any 
school. If you catch us on a good day you will be in for a big 
score - ask Wynberg, the top team in the Western Cape for 
2009.” (Dale won 40 - 26.) 

Last words from the coaches to their team: “Through hard 
work and self-belief you can achieve anything. All the play-
ers can be proud of what they have achieved, You were all a 
huge asset to your team, your school and your country. 

“Thanks for a season of absolute enjoyment. We have 
enjoyed it tremendously.”         
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THE Under 15 side, coached by 
Vince Gelderbloem, went through 
the season unbeaten. They are only 
the third side to achieve this since 
the 1961.  

The Under14s  lost only two 
games, one against Selborne in 
East London, where disputed refe-
reeing decisions went against Dale. 

In the other match, against a 
highly-motivated Cambridge side, 
Dale could not get up to speed and 
into the game.  
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COLOURS were re-awarded to Lindile 
Ngudle, Luvuyo Kama, Sinjin Grey-
venstein, Cody Basson, Sawa Time and 
Olunje Gwampi.  

New colours awards went to An-
elisiwe Mntambo, Jerry Nqolo, Lutho 
Mgedezi, Yamkela Ngam and Moyisi 
Kolisa.  

Half-colours were awarded to Ja-
son-Paul Bucholtz, Andile Makinana, 
Ayabonga Masiba and Sipumelele 
Msutwana. 
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DALE rugby is on the move and with a 
dedicated and enthusiastic coaching 
staff handling very talented boys we are 
in for some great years ahead.  

The depth of talent coming through is 
awesome. From existing returning play-
ers down to the Fourth Team and into 
the under-age teams at the college and 
junior school augers well for the future.  

This is despite the move of 
many  former Dale boys to KES in Jo-
hannesburg and at First XV level. This 
contrasts with the view of the KES 
First XV coach who bemoaned the lack 
of depth in rugby talent at Dale when he 
was the Dale coach! 

The season started off with great ex-
pectations. On paper we had an experi-
enced squad of players. To illustrate this 
consider that by the end of the season 
the squad experience was: 

* Three players with four seasons’ 
experience. * One player with three 
seasons’ experience. 

* Eight players with two seasons’ 
experience. * Four players with one 
season behind their backs. 

The Dale First XV was ably led by 
eighthman Lubabalo Mtembu, who was 
always at the coal front and has a high 
work rate. The downside   
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was that the  team relied 

on him as a one-man band. He joined the 
backline far too often and did not lead the 
forward drives as he could have done.  

This resulted in predictable game plans 
with very little variation. Ball retention and 
handling let the team down on many occa-
sions. When all clicked and focus was kept, 
the enthusiasm, individual and collec-
tive talent carried the First XV through.  

While on the move and allowed expan-
sive rampant and running rugby, they were 
without doubt a highly-respected team and a 
credit to themselves and to their coaches. 

The points scored rank the team as the 
eighth highest-scoring team in Dale rugby 
history. Coach Grant Griffith and Gavin 
Jones can also be very proud of the two 
boys chosen for the SA Schools teams.  

Mtembu is a player to watch in the future 
as he heads off to the provinces next year. 

* Taking into account the individual 
talents and experience and season's statis-
tics, it is best to quote former coach Alistair 
McCallum once saying: 
    “ Statistics are often cruel and the record 
books seldom recall the heartbreak and suc-
cesses of the men on the field.  Also, seldom 
remembered,  are incidents of  bad luck and 
questionable refereeing decisions, of which 
the side had more than their fair share.”  
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Craven Week representatives: Olunje 
Gwampi, Luvuyo Kama, Andile Jho, 
Bangihlombe Kobese and Lifa Ghana. All 
five also made the Border Schools team 
and with Cody Basson and Sawa Time 
made the 26-man squad. 

Border Under 16: Ayabonga Masiba 
and Siphumelele Msutwana. 

SA Under 19 squad: Lubabalo Mtembu 
SA Under 18 high performance squad: 
Andile Jho 

SA Schools Under 18: Andile Jho and 
Bangihlombe Kobese  

SA Under 16 Squad: Ayabonga Masiba 
on to the First XV bench. 
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A STORY making the rounds in East 
London is that when Hudson Park 
were about to play King Edward’s at a 
KES festival, the HP coach suggested to 
the home coach that the  jerseys’ col-
ours could cause confusion.  

He was asked what KES should do 
about that? The HP coach suggested 
that KES play in different jerseys, even 
though they were the hosts.  

Perhaps, he added, Dale jerseys would 
be more appropriate.  

The KES reaction,  we understand,  is 
unsuitable for publication! 
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FORMER Dale College rugby players 
featured strongly at KES this year with 
some chosen for the Craven Week side 
and  one for SA Schools. 

To name them is a tribute to their 
talent and to the coaching  they re-
ceived at Dale. 
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Siyabonga Ntubeni (Dale 2007), Daniel 
Eyre (Dale 2007 and Dale Sevens), 
Lucien Ruiters (Dale 2007), 
Lonwabo Ntleki (Dale 2007 and 2008 & 
Dale Sevens). 
�#���������#���������#���������#��������� ���
Siyabonga Ntubeni 
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DALE first team hockey players were committed to their 
task and showed a lot of character in a long and tiring sea-
son of 22 games (reports coach Shane Friedrichs.) It was 
not, however, the best season for successful results. 

The season opened at the annual Founders festival 
hosted in East London. Although results did not go our 
way, we played some entertaining hockey, losing narrowly 
to some big hockey schools. (writes Shane.) 

Dale failed to take their chances, but picked up a good 
win against Alexandra High School. They had a very good 
game against Kearsney College, but let in two late goals 
after missing a penalty stroke.  

We came back knowing there was a lot of hard work 
ahead with Queen’s at Reunion round the corner. The 

match was well supported by Old Dalians and the community 
and they were not let down. The Dale boys played really 
good hockey to go into the break leading 1-nil, the goal com-
ing from the stick of Shandre Butler.  

Dale were under pressure for most of the second half and 
could not hang on to the lead. Queen’s scored an equaliser 
late in the second half to share the spoils. 

The season progressed with a draw against Kingswood 
College and a win over Hudson Park. Against Selborne we 
were outclassed and never let into the game. We went down 
0-5. The third term was a much better half of the season for 
us, beating Cambridge, Stirling and Port Rex. We played 
some outstanding hockey with our strikers starting to find the 
back of the net. 
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AUTHOR, BUSINESSMAN, HORSEMAN . . .  Quentin 
Coaker was a man of many talents, but his achievements 
as an adventurer were perhaps the most remarkable. 

Inspired by his geography teacher at Dale College, the 
legendary “Taffy” Williams, he travelled the world,  vis-
iting remote, exotic and strange places, sometimes using 
quaint forms of transport in dangerous territories. 

 His exploits and intrepid travels with his wife Naideen 
have been recalled on birthday occasions. 

 With his father he was held “prisoner” on America’s 
Ellis Island for three weeks by US immigration authori-
ties, wrongly  tipped off by SA Police that  Horace, an 
outspoken liberal,  was a communist.  

To fuel his passion for PC Wren’s romantic character,  
Beau Geste, he visited the desert headquarters of the 
French Foreign Legion. This interest inspired him to 
write a book, “Beau Geste Revisited,” analysing Wren’s 
trilogy of novels.  
  With three friends he crossed Africa in a Landrover. 

On arduous trips with Naideen he water-rafted in North 
Canada, crossed the Gobi Desert in China.  
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They also travelled by train in In-
dia to palaces in Rajasthan state and 
on to Kashmir and Nepal. They sailed 
in a 50-passenger ship across Polyne-
sia from Fiji to Chile, stopping off at 
Pitcairn and Easter Islands. 

In 1991 they celebrated their 40th 
wedding anniversary riding on top of 
a railway carriage in the Ecuadorian 
Andes on their way to the Pacific Ga-
lapagos Islands, 

Later they visited ancient buildings 
in Petra, Jordan, and sailed in a river-
boat down the Volga and Don in Rus-
sia. In 1995 Quentin, then 69, drove 
from Boston across America by car. 

Two years later he and Naideen  
sailed across the Atlantic from Til-
bury, England, to Buenos Aires, Ar-
gentina, in a container ship.    

In 2002 they crossed the wasteland 
of Siberia in a train trip from Vladi-
vostok to Moscow and St Petersburg.  
Naideen’s only comment to Trans-
Dale was: “I survived.”  

The Coakers also made yearly less 
arduous trips to visit their family in 
the Isle of Man and Australia.   

John Christopher Quentin Coaker, 
to use his full names, was  born in 
Ladybrand, OFS, on September 28, 
1926, the second of  six children and 
only son of Horace and Violet Coaker.  
He died in Sandton on September 13, 
2009,  aged 82. 

From an early age Quentin  led an 
adventurous life. At age five, he 
“parachuted” from the  garage roof 

of the family home, using his own 
hand-made equipment. The mission 
failed. 

While breakfasting at the Lady-
brand Showgrounds he set fire to the 
grass, almost razing nearby buildings. 
His mother conscripted pedestrians to 
fight the fire. 

Bullied by local boys he and a 
friend hid in a mountain cave outside 
Ladybrand while his mother watched 
him through a telescope.  

Years later he repeated the experi-
ence with Dalian classmates Hulme 
Sugden and Ron Gunn. 

Quentin  was first educated at St 
John’s Prep, Johannesburg, and then 

spent five years as a boarder at 
Dale College, King William’s 
Town.  

He did not excel in the class-
room or on the sports field. That 
followed in adult life. He did, 
however,  win the diving champi-
onship when in Std 9, but –  as he 
conceded later - this was because 
the school’s star diver,  “Monkey” 
Sadler, was too ill to take part.  

Quentin was no ordinary guy 
at Dale. He was a strong charac-
ter  with an independent spirit.  
With a schoolmate,  “Rat” Liesch-
ing, he cycled from King to Lady-
brand, sleeping in the veld except 
for one night in Aliwal North.  

With a Diocesan Hostel “gang 
of three” he ran away from 
school, jumped on a moving train 
and camped out in the East Lon-
don bush. 

Traced and sent back to school 
they escaped expulsion thanks to 
a kind-hearted headmaster 
(Bernie Vercueil) and housemas-
ter (HD “Worm” Jackson) after a 
remarkable Hostel referendum 
voted for their reprieve. 

At  “Hoste l ” 
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Quentin was known as 
a fairly pugnacious guy, who had fre-
quent fist-fights. One encounter (with 
gloves) was against Wally Stafford, a 
fellow Johannesburg boy and former 
St John’s schoolmate. 

This was stopped only by a 
teacher. Later Quentin and Wally 
became close friends and business 
associates in Johannesburg.  

Another against Andrew Meyer, a 
farmer’s son, was stopped by Joseph, 
a Hostel faithful retainer. They too 
became good friends.  On leaving 
Hostel Quentin wrote an article in  
TransDale with a double-meaning 
headline, “Hostel in the fighting 
’forties.  It was wartime.  

Though he had clear leadership 
potential, Quentin was at first not 
chosen as a hostel prefect. 

Hostel matrics that year included 
more than the usual numbers of eligi-
ble “leaders.” But when “Drollie” 
Rowles took over as housemaster   
midyear, he added more, including 
Quentin.  

We became close friends, walking 
together  to school and back.  Later in 
Johannesburg we played golf  and 
discussed lofty and nostalgic topics, 
dating back to our schooldays.   

After matriculating  at Dale Quen-
tin  served in the Royal Navy in the 
Far East as an ordinary seaman.   

Back from the war, he joined his 
father’s pharmaceutical manufactur-
ing business  in Ladybrand. 
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    An accomplished  horseman and 
polo player, Quentin was a mem-
ber of an Inanda team that  won 
the Free State open championship.       
  While crossing a river in Lesotho  
Naideen’s horse went for a swim,  
leaving her without a steed in mid-
stream. Quentin’s response was 
abrupt: “Get that horse our of the 
water, you’re ruining the saddle!”  
    While working in the family 
business, Quentin studied at Wits 
and was sent to Britain for further 
training in commercial printing.  
     After his father sold the family 
business, Quentin and Naideen 
moved with their three daughters 

to Johannesburg, where Quentin 
started a finance company. 

He continued to keep horses in 
stables at his Morningside home. He 
rode and played polo at Inanda, 
where his three daughters also “took 
to the saddle” and he later described 
as “a damn fine club.”  

Quentin had a deft writing touch 
and clearly enjoyed it. In 1991 he 
assisted the author of a book on his 
father, “Horace Coaker, the Story of 
a South African.” His own, “Beau 
Geste Revisited,” followed five years 
later.   

Apart from his articles in Trans-
Dale, Quentin recalled his school-
days in a nostalgic “Walk Down 
Memory Lane” in the King Wil-
liam’s Town Mercury. He wrote 
lively and sometimes controversial 
letters  to newspapers and a financial 
journal. 

In 1994 Quentin and I arranged a 
reunion  at Dale of classmates 50 
years after matriculating. A dozen 
joined us, including some wives. 
Some have since passed on to a new 
“Hostel,” where Quentin will have 
joined them. AMADODA!       

* Quentin leaves Naideen, his wife 
of 58 years, their three daughters, 
Cathy of Brisbane, Australia, Jane, 
of the Isle of Man and Maryrose, of  
Knysna, and seven grandchildren. 
  * With many thanks  to  Clive Hill for 
additional information.    

 A WONDERFUL family man, friend and mentor to many, 
unique in many ways, a man for all seasons who spread ubuntu 
wherever he went and lived out its values . . . a  dignified man of 
simple tastes. 

These are some of the attributes of Quentin Coaker spelt out in 
tributes at his funeral at St Michael’s, Sandton, on September 18. 
His nephew, Clive Hill, delivered the eulogy and included a trib-
ute by John Rintoul, a business partner who said Quentin “helped 
change my life.” 

John described Quentin as a “fiercely loyal friend” and “a 
feisty defender of that in which he believed.”  

“He was ready to take on any adversary no matter his size 
when  he believed he was in the right. His many letters to the 
Press were part of his participation in the debate of life.”  

“The book, Beau Geste, a story of family honour courage and 
adventure, summed up the ethos of the man . . .  his fascination 
and identification with it led him to author and publish a book 
reflecting on the meanings to be learned from Beau Geste.”  

Clive Hill also read a tribute by a fellow Old Dalian, Ron 
Gunn, now living in Canada,  who said Quentin was “truly the 
best friend I ever had. I will never forget him.” 

A few five minutes before opening an e-mail about his passing 

Ron was reading a magazine of a Canadian show-jumping tourna-
ment near his home. Knowing  Quentin’s love of horses, he was 
thinking of sending it to him..  

Clive said Quentin had a tough life growing up in Ladybrand. 
He was often beaten by orphanage boys. “His father taught him it 
was wrong to be ‘anti any race’ and this sense of justice and fair-
ness was to shape his actions for the rest of his life.” 

A special childhood in Ladybrand gave him a “love of the 
mountains, the rivers, the horses, sports, golf and the outdoors 
which were to remain with him for the rest of his life.” 

Clive added: “His character had been wrought in times of hard-
ship and the Depression of the 1930s. Growing up in a large family 
in those difficult years in the harsh Eastern Free State taught him 
responsibility and commitment. He lost his mother in his twenties 
and became his father’s trusted right-hand man. 

“Though of British descent, he and his father were born in 
South Africa and were true sons of the African soil. Quentin epito-
mised the African value system. He was a dedicated family man 
and as “the only son among his siblings he was often consulted and 
guidance was sought from him.” 
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